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a movement, named Action Fran^aise,1 He sees the source of
all evils which disfigure the political and social life of modern
France in an excessive individualism, leading to anarchy. This
individualism appears in various forms such as romanticism,
German philosophy, the revolutionary tradition, freemasonry,
protestantism, Ghristianism and Judaism. The true tradition
of France is classicism as embodied in the great achievements of
the old monarchy, the French Church, the literature and art
of the seventeenth century. The French arc the spiritual suc-
cessors of the old Greeks and Romans and therefore opposed to
the Hebrew spirit of Christianity and to the German and English
spirit of the Reformation and romanticism. Maurras particu-
larly detests Rousseau, the father of romanticism and of the
Revolution. The aim of the Action Fran$aise was a dictator-
ship which should prepare the return to the monarchy alone
congenial to the French spirit. But this movement had no
success at all. The view that Rousseau was mainly responsible
for romanticism, democracy and national disintegration was also
put forward by other writers.2
The traditions of the French Republic were not only attacked
by writers of the Right, but also by such of the extreme Left.
Georges Sorel in his books expressed unlimited contempt for
Parliamentarism, and the belief in reason and compromise.
Liberalism and democracy appeared to him as products of the
timid bourgeois class and their dupes, the moderate socialists.8
Sorel was an intellectual and had embraced the programme of
revolutionary syndicalism. He demanded that the trade unions
should stop the whole of economic life by proclaiming a general
strike and should use the ensuing chaos for seizing power by force,
and for establishing a dictatorship by means of terrorism. The
proletariate would never be able to win power by peaceful
methods nor merely by arguments of reason. It could only hope
to realize socialism by violence and under the impulse of an
intoxicating belief or vision which Sorel called a myfhos. His
thought was mainly moulded by Marx and Nietzsche, and he
also adopted some ideas from Hegel, Proudhon. and Bergson.
The socialists refused to accept Sorel's ideas, but' the extreme
Right showed a keen interest in them. Towards the end of his
1 Cf. Gh. Maurras, Romantisme et revolution, 1925;   M. de Roux, Maurras et le
nationalisms de I*Action Franpaise, 1927.
2 Cf. Ernest Seilliere, Le peril mystique flans Inspiration  des   democracies contem-
poraines, Philosophic de I'lmperialisme, 3 vols.;  and other books;  Pierre Lasserre, Le
romantisme frangais.
8 Cf. Georges Sorel, Reflexions sur la violence, 1908 ; Pierre Lasserre, Sorel thtoricien de
I'imperialisme, 1928; Soltau, p.. 442.